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NSWER of the People called QU AKE R 8.0 dex 


The ANSW | 
_  - "themſelves from the falſe Inſinuations of the CLERGYMEN 
_ tp; their Petition pteſetited at the Surhmer Afſizes in Maryba- 

 Yowgh, this Year 1687, Which Petition was as followeth. 
© The CLERGYMENS Petition 
© - Tothe Right Honourable the Lords Juſtices of Aflizes for Leinfer Circuit. | 
The humble * of J onathan Call, Daniel, Firz Simmons, John Penſent * Petition, which 
' and Andrew Wesbet Clerks, in behalf of themſchves and the reft of the Original, in 
' the Clergy of the Queens County and Dicceſs of Laughlin. TI 
- -Humbly fhewethy | 


FT Har ſeveral Quakers are Inhabirants and Welders within your Petitioners ſe- 


 veral Pariſhes, which heretofore were rgfratory in the payment of Tithes: 


k - bur of late, by the perfwaſion of the Government, or otherwiſe, as your Pe- 
titioners are informed, are. willing to permit the ſaid Tithes to be taken in ſpecie, 
withour any further diſturbance ; that your.Petitiomers are very ready and will ing to 


comply with any thing that may agree with the Deſire of the Government, and may 
in any reaſonable manner ſerve. them in their ſeveral Livings.. $ 


'h | gy in this County, 
'do humbly defire your Lordfhips do order ſome Courſe for your Petitioners Relief-in 
the premiſſes; fo that no Complaint for the future -may be heatd of concertiing the 
-taking of Tithes of the faid perſons; and they will ever pray. NY Ty ot 


_ ' Wherefore they, in behalf of themſelves and the reſt of the Cler 


" Addreſs to the Government of this Kingdom of Ireland. 
'- Mumbly frewank, oo. Wn Es 
+THas ever ſince we were a-People, it-hath been our Faith and Principle that Tithes 
4 and Offerings ought not to be paid in theſe Goſpel-times : Chriſt Jeſus having ful- 
filled the Eaw of the firſt' Covenant, Marth: 5.17. and changed the Law and Pricſt- 
'hood, that gave and received- Tithes and "Offerings, Heb. 7. 12.:and he is made an 
"Offering once for all, by which Offering he perfes for ever them that are ſanti- 
_ "fled, Zfeb. x0. 10, 14. and he hath ſettled a free _ and give Charge to his Mini- 
ers, whom he ſent forth, to pteach the Goſpel freely, ſaying, freely ye have received, 
freely gag, Matth. 10. 8. Lak. x0. fo for Conſcience fake we cannor'pay Tithes, Of 
terihgs and forced Maintenance to the Glergymen, - leſt we ſhould deny Chriſt to be 
*come in the Fleſh, and ſo be Antichriſts; x Fob. 4. 3: and if we ſhould deny him be- 
'fore men be would deny us before his Father which is-in Heaven, Merrh. ro: 33. £44 
x2.9. And we are the fame in Faith, Principles and Practice as ever we were, for 
Which we have been- and yet are made Offenders and preat Sufferers in Body and 
Goods, with great abuſes, chiefly occaſioned by ſome of the Clergynien. Their Pro- 
Ctors, and thoſe imployed by them to gather Tithes, have taken away ſometimes an 


eighth, aſixrb'or fifth part inſtead bf the tenth ; and in our Fields have pickt and cho. 


feti chebiſt Corn and Hay without any order of tithing; And if they be bur Tithing 
-men, abuſt us at. will and pleaſure as though there were no remedy to be had for us: 
' ſhearing our Sheep,taking away Wooll,and driving away our Lambs conſiderable quan- 


-tities, fakidp-our Geeſe, and forcibly taking away our Hogs in pretence of Tithe Pigs, 


-and other Church Duties ;- taking away our Working Tools, and other Houſhold 


Goods, fot Reparatiog of the Gharch, fo called, and in ſome places for Clerks Wages ? 


| alſo 


\ 


The Anſwer of the People called: QU A KE RS 9.the afwegeing Petition, by way of 
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alſo breaking our Orchard Hedpes, and taki 


- 0, 


put out from the Prieſthood, x X3xgs 2. 257, -But now the Prieſts Servants ſtrike deep- 


er, and carry away. our Geeſe and Hoggs, and drive away our Lambs by Droves; and 
carry away our Wool, Corn, and Hay by Leads, breaking our Orchard Hedges, and 


taking away Apples at their, will and pleaſure, and Bees, and farted Veal Calves; 


and, with Force and: Arms beat and wound our people, as before mentioned. Nay we 
have. had ' our Kettles, Pots and Pans taken from us by the Prieſts Servants: And 
doth not this Covetouſneſs and Forcing cauſe people to diſlike, flight and abhor the 
Prieſts Sacrifice,?. and. this great fin of Force and Oppreſfiion provoke the Lord to an- 
ger? and _ not he juſtly ;put ſuch from the Prieſthood as he did Z/7s Houſe 2 
Chriſt Jefus faith, 2y Toke is .cafie, and my Burden i light, Matth.- 11. 29, 30. So 
Tithes and forcad Maintenance is not his Voke : For when they were to be paid in 
the time of the Law, the Jews were caſed from Beggars, Widows, Fatherleſs ard Stran- 
gers. whom Tirhes and Offerings were to relieve. and feed, Deut. 14. 28, 29, and 26. 
12. but we are.not.caſed from. this Burden of Widows, Fatherleſs, Poor and Stran- 


gers; but do and muſt relievg and feed-them, or elſe chey may famiſh and flirve, not; 


_ withftanding all this great Oppreſlion of Tiches and Offerings. And in the tine of the 
Law the. Owners might eat part of the Tithes and Offerings, Dev.14. 2.6. bur now 
the Prieſts will haye all, and hardly content. And moreover, many. are made poor 


and needy by Tithes--and Offerings; the Prieſts ſetting them-ar a Rack Rent ro who 


will give the moſt, and many times the Takers are the Refuſe and wor! forr, that 
love not to labour, but live upon the Labaurs of others,. and ſo rack and grind the 


Faces of poor people, digging their very Potato Gardens,. and -taking ths Tenth, if 


not 


* 


5 + RT” 
not more, all 6 the Relief of many poor Families to ſupply their Hunger, arid-be- 

- ing taken fron them are forced to begg : whereas Tithes and Offerings in the time 
df the Eaw were to relieve the Poor, and there was to be no Beggars in //rae/: And 
now in theſe later times, wherein the preaching of the Goſpel ſhould be: free without 
Charge, x Thef, 2. 9. 2 Theff: 3. 8. is through Covetouſneſs made worſe than in the 
time of: the Law of the firſt Covenant, and many hundreds figh and cry under the. 
grievous Oppreſſion of it; and, no doubt, the Lord will eaſe their Burden in his own 
rime, 23 David faith in Pſalm 12. 5. For the Oppreſſion of the Poor, for the Sighing of 
the Needy, now will I ariſe (ſaith the Lord:-) I will ſet him at ſafety from him > paf- 
feth at him ; which the Lord haſten. Fe | 

And in the mean time what will all-preaching, praying, ſinging, and faſting avail, 
while ſuch heavy Burdens and Yoke of Oppreſſion ly on poor people? as the Lord 
faith by his Prophet, 7s not thu the Faſt.that I have choſen? to looſe the Bonds of Wic- 
kedveſs, to undo the beavy Burdens, aud to let the oppreſſed go free, and that you break 
every Toke 2 1.58.6. Now confider, are not Tithes and this forced Maintenance for the 
Clergymen the heavyeſt Burden and uneaſieſt Yoke, arid greateſt Oppreſiion that lies 
upon Chriſtians 2 when the whole Pariſh hath been at great Charge, and taken prear 
| pains and care, to the utmoſt of their ability, that the Ground and Flocks may bring 
forth plentifully; and when all is brought to maturity, one man, without either coſt, 

| care or pains, goes away with the Tench of all the Pariſh Labour and Charge! Surely 
thoſe Burdens, grievous to be born, which the Scribes and Phariſees bound on mens 
ſhoulders, and they themſelves would not touch them with one of their fingers, Maze. 
23. 4. did nor exceed theſe of Tithes, Ge. 

Now if the Clergy fay, they have the Charge of the Flock ; and therefore muſt 
eat of the Milk : and doth any man plant a Vineyard, and not eat of the Fruit: and - 
he thar ſerves at the Altar, partakes with the Altar :. and if we ſow ſpiritual things, is 
it a great thing if we reap your carnal things? 1 Cor. 9. 7, 11, 13. This makes no- 
thing to the matter, that Chriſtians ſhould pay Tithes, nor that Goſpel Miniſters 
may force a Maintenance ; but proves the contrary : For all that have Flocks know, 
they cannox force them to give Milk; they muft wait the Lords time for it; and the 
that plant Vineyards, cannot ſorce them to bear Fruit ; chey muſt wait the Lords time 
for it: and they that ſerved about the Alta-, and miniſtred about holy things, could 
not force people to bring their Offerings; they mult leave the iſſue roGod. So this ſill 
proveth a free Goſpel, 2s the Influence of ir hath an Impreffion, through the Loye of 
God,. opening the hearts of the Hearers to the Minifter ; and as he miniſters Spiritual 
things freely £0 them, they are willing co miniſter to his neceſſity of their Temporal 
things ; and this goes. no further than the Flock they keep, and the Vineyard they 
plant, and them they ſow Spiritual things to, and about whoſe Altar they ſerve : fo 
muſt not meddle with a Vineyard of another mans planting, nor take of the Milk of 
another mans Flock, nor partake of the Altar where Ie doth not ferve, nor reap 
Tefnporals where he ſows no Spirituals: So the Clergymen go far beyond theic 
bounds ; for we were not of their planting, neither received we our Faith from them, 
but from Jeſus Chriſt, Zeb. 12. 2. Neither do they fow Spiritual things to us, nor 
ſerve ar our Altar, Heb. x3. 10. nor are we their Flock, neither have they kepr us, 
nor looked after us, but for the Fleece, as in Ezek. 34. neither haye they watched 
over us for the good of our Sauls, and for our preſervation, as Miniſters of Chriſt 

. ought to do, Zeb. 13.17. but ſet Watches to ſee and overſee when our Corn and Ha 
is ready to lead, and fetch it away from us, and watch to get our Wooll & Lambs, Pigps, 
Hoges and Geeſe ; and watch our Shop-box, and take away our Mony 6: Goods out 
ofour Shops; and watch when our Kitchen-doors are open, and take away our Pewter 
and Braſs for the Miniſters Wages; and watch when our Apples are ripe, and take 

them away at will and pleaſure; and watch when our Bees are fir to rake, and take 


them Hive and all away ; and watch when our Veal Calves are fat, and take them 
away for Tirthes and Milch Mony. 


And 
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